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1. Anarchism 
2. Divine right 
3. Ombudsman 
4. Referendum   
5. Hegemony  
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Democracy seldom lasts in poor countries, but it almost always works in middle-income and higher 
countries. Why should this happen  First, economic growth creates a large middle class, one of the 
bases for democracy. Middle classes are inherently democratic. They have a stake in the system; 
they may wish to modify it but not overthrow it. Second, and related to the size of the middle class, 
education levels have risen. Most people are high-school graduates, and many are college graduates. 
They are no longer ignorant and do not fall for demagogues or extremist ideas. Third, and related to 
both the previous points, people increasingly recognize their interests and express them: pluralism. 
They express business, professional, regional, and religious demands. They can spot cruel, corrupt, 
or inefficient governments and do not like being treated like children. Finally, the market itself 
teaches citizens about self-reliance, pluralism, tolerance, and not expecting too much, permitting a 
critical press, the formation of political parties, and finally free elections. Taiwan is an excellent 
example of this transition.  
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1. Cohabitation 
2. constructive vote of no confidence 
3. pluralistic society 
4. Westminster 
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The President of the United States of America (sometimes informally abbreviated POTUS) is the head of 
state and head of government of the United States. The office of President was established upon the 
ratification of the United States Constitution in 1788 and the first president took office in 1789. 

The President serves as the chief executive and head of the executive branch of the United States government. 
Article Two of the United States Constitution establishes the President as the Commander-in-Chief of the 
armed forces and enumerates powers specifically granted to the President, including the power to sign into 
law bills passed by both houses of the Legislature, to create a Cabinet of advisors, to grant pardons or 
reprieves, and, with the "advice and consent" of the United States Senate, to make treaties and appoint 
federal officers, ambassadors, and federal judges (including Justices of the Supreme Court of the United 
States). Article Two also defines a Presidential term at four years; subsequently, the Twelfth Amendment 
(1804) revised the procedure for electing the President and the Twenty-second Amendment (1951) 
established Presidential term limits. 

Before the 1788 ratification of the Constitution, there was no comparable figure with executive authority. 
Individuals who presided over the Continental Congress during the Revolutionary period and under the 
Articles of Confederation had the title "President of the United States of America in Congress Assembled", 
often shortened to "President of the United States". They had no important executive power. The President's 
executive authority, tempered by the checks and balances of the Judicial and Legislative branches of the 
Federal Government, was designed to solve several political problems faced by the young nation and to 
anticipate future challenges, while still preventing the rise of an autocrat over a nation wary of royal 
authority. 

The United States was the first nation to create the office of President as the head of state in a modern 
republic, and today the presidential system of government is used in many countries throughout the world. 
As of 2007, there have been forty-two Presidents of the United States. The first President of the United 
States was George Washington, and the 43rd and current President of the United States is George W. Bush 
(Grover Cleveland is considered the twenty-second and twenty-fourth president, so only 42 men have been 
president, not 43, even though George W. Bush is called the 43rd President). From the early 20th century, 
the United States' status as a superpower has led the American president to be one of the world's best-known 
public figures. During the Cold War, the United States president was commonly referred to as "the leader of 
the free world", and since the collapse of the Soviet Union, the U.S. president is often described as "the most 
powerful person on Earth". 
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