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I. Define the terms. 35% 
1. ballad 
2. terza rima 
3. in medias res 
4. Renaissance 
5. epithet 
6. the Tower of Babel 
7. irony 
 
II. Answer FIVE of the following questions. (Read each question carefully and answer it in 

complete sentences unless otherwise directed.) 45% 
1. Compare Jason’s abandonment of his wife and family with Aeneas’s abandonment of Dido. 

What ancient views of sexual passion may be perceived in Medea and the Aeneid? 
2. What is Aristotle’s conception of tragedy in Poetics? 
3. Dreams are so recurrent and important in Gilgamesh. What narrative function do they serve? 
4. Do you find Beowulf more or less attractive than Homer’s Achilles or Odysseus? Explain why. 
5. What do we know about Odysseus’ character through his use of deception, disguise, and false 

storytelling in the Odyssey? 
6. What is The Apology of Socrates? Describe its form and content.  
 
 
III. Comment on the following passage. 20% 
 
I rested my tired body there awhile  

and then began to climb the barren slope  
(I dragged my stronger foot and limped along).  

Beyond the point the slope begins to rise  
sprang up a leopard, trim and very swift!  
It was covered by a pelt of many spots.  

And, everywhere I looked, the beast was there  
blocking my way, so time and time again  
I was about to turn and go back down.  

The hour was early in the morning then,  
the sun was climbing up with those same stars  
that had accompanied it on the world’s first day,  
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the day Divine Love set their beauty turning;  
so the hour and sweet season of creation  
encouraged me to think I could get past  

that gaudy beast, wild in its spotted pelt,  
but then good hope gave way and fear turned  
when the figure of a lion loomed up before me,  

and he was coming straight toward me, it seemed,  
with head raised high, and furious with hunger— 
the air around him seemed to fear his presence.  

And now a she-wolf came, that in her leanness  
seemed racked with every kind of greediness  
(how many people she has brought to grief!).  

This last beast brought my spirit down so low  
with fear that seized me at the sight of her,  
I lost all hope of going up the hill.  

 
(from The Divine Comedy) 
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***Please write all your answers in the answer sheets. 

Part I: Reading Comprehension (45 %; 3 points for each question) 

Article 1: 

Until only just few centuries ago, people believed that the genes of the parent and the child blended 
together and constituted the exactly same genetic makeup. Then in the early 1800s Gregor Mendel, 
renowned Austrian scientist, discovered that only certain traits such as the shape of the nose, eye 
color etc., were passed from parent to child. As a result of his work, and the work of many scientists 
since, we now know that many of our physical and behavioral characteristics are determined by 
factors called genes, that is to say that genetic factors handed down from our parents. We also know 
that our genes as well as our lifestyles contribute to many common diseases.  

 The genes we inherit from our parents program our development from conception to adulthood. 
In each cell we have about 90,000 pairs of genes arranged on 23 pairs of chromosomes; one of the 
pair being maternal and the other being paternal. Although our brothers and sisters inherit genes 
from the same parents, the mixture of genes is slightly different in each sibling. It is the reason 
every organism is different.  

  Each gene provides instructions for a cell to carry out a single chemical process; they also 
control the growth and reproduction of cells. They are responsible for the development of the 
embryo, first into a baby, then a child and eventually an adult. Throughout our lives, genes control 
cell functions and the repair and replacement of dead or damaged cells. Blood relatives have many 
genes in common and these genes help to determine family physical characteristics and other traits. 
Most of these traits, such as the shape of the nose are trivial and have no significant effect on health. 
Other traits, such as being abnormally short or tall or having a tendency to be overweight, can be 
associated with an increased risk of certain diseases.  

 Some diseases such as hemophilia and cystic fibrosis are directly caused by a fault or mutation in 
a single gene or pair of genes. These rare diseases follow a predictable pattern of inheritance, and 
this means that families in which the gene is present can usually be given clear, reliable information 
regarding the risk of the disease affecting future generations. Therefore, gene therapy holds great 
promise for the cure of diseases and researchers will sooner or later come up with a way to fix the 
abnormal genes that make us sick without disrupting the normal ones. Viruses, as a way to cure 
certain diseases, however, replicate easily and move around in the body and interact with other  
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genes, so a virus that is used to cure hemophilia can replicate and enter an area where a tumor gene 
is located and stimulate it to cause a cancer. In case DNA from bacterium is used, the story might 
be different though.  

 More common than these genetic disorders are those in which genes, along with other factors, 
contribute to a family’s susceptibility to certain diseases. For example, some disorders, such as 
coronary artery disease, tend to run in families, but lifestyle factors such as a high-fat diet, smoking, 
and lack of exercise also play a part in determining whether these diseases develop. In some 
diseases that have a genetic component, including asthma, environmental factors, such as living in a 
polluted area, also play a crucial role. Cancer is not caused simply by one gene, but rather it is a 
result of a whole variety of circumstances. In a lab, mice were genetically altered to include a gene 
that causes tumors in the retina of the eye in humans, but surprisingly, none of them developed any 
symptoms of this disorder. Such complex interplay between genetic susceptibility and environment 
makes it difficult to predict the risks in adult life for children who are born into families affected by 
disorders of this kind.  

 We are now aware of the fact that we are susceptible to diseases passed through families and that 
our lifestyles can serve to exacerbate symptoms and the early onset of a disease such as heart 
disease. The good news is that we can use this information to arm ourselves against diseases 
brought on by an unhealthy lifestyle. If we know that our genes carry a likelihood that we might 
develop heart disease then it would be prudent to try to live a healthy lifestyle.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Please answer the following questions based on the information in Article 1. 

Question 1: 

 Based on the information in paragraph 3, what can be inferred about family traits? 

(a) A tendency toward obesity can often spark the onset of many other diseases. 
(b) If one’s parents are overweight then it follows that their children will also be overweight.  
(c) Siblings carry the same genes and so always have the same genetic characteristics. 
(d) Usually, we only inherit positive genetic characteristics from our parents.  
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Question 2: 

 According to paragraph 4, what can be inferred about people who can be given reliable 
 information? 

(a) Doctors can assess how big a risk a child might face of inheriting a genetic disease. 
(b) The mother can choose whether or not to abort the child based on the information given by 

the doctor. 
(c) Doctors can assess if parents can pass on a rare genetic mutation based on the chromosomes. 
(d) The doctor can advise a couple whether or not it is advisable to have children considering 

the risks. 

Question 3: 

 Based on the information in paragraph 5, what can be inferred about the genetic and lifestyle 
factors explained in paragraph one? 

(a) Certain diseases are passed from generation to generation and can be made worse by an 
unhealthy lifestyle. 

(b) People who have asthma should in no circumstances live in heavily polluted areas such as 
cities. 

(c) The negative gene causing coronary disease is always passed on in families. 
(d) Sometimes negative genes that skip generations are passed further along the line. 

Question 4: 

 According to paragraph 5, disease-causing genes are inherited but what does paragraph 2 infer 
about the possibility of two sisters inheriting a gene causing coronary disease? 

(a) It is most likely that the two sisters will carry the same negative gene and suffer from the 
disease. 

(b) Siblings do not inherit the exactly same shuffle of genes so it does not always follow that 
they will inherit the same negative genes. 

(c) Brothers inherit the same shuffle of genes, as do sisters, so they will inherit the same 
negative genes. 

(d) All genetic diseases follow a predictable pattern in siblings and in future generations. 
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Question 5: 

 According to the passage, what can be inferred about DNA from bacterium? 

(a) Using it might have less side-effect than viruses. 
(b) It stimulates a tumor gene to cause a cancer. 
(c) It will be more effective to cure a cancer than viruses. 
(d) There are not big differences between DNA from bacterium and viruses. 

Question 6: 

 According to the passage, what can be inferred through the mice experiment? 

(a) It is not desirable as a way of genetic experiments. 
(b) The results of some experiments are sometimes different from what people expect. 
(c) It is found that cancer is a result of a variety of reasons. 
(d) Tumors of the retina of the eye in humans are also developed in the mice. 

Question 7: 

 Based on paragraph 6, what can be inferred? 

(a) An individual should inform the doctor of any symptoms. 
(b) An individual should exercise and eat well to avoid early onset of an inherited disease. 
(c) An individual should go for regular tests. 
(d) Everyone should avoid any activity that might cause strain to the heart. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Article 2: 

Reebok’s Market Strategy 

Reebok’s performance and competitiveness in the athletic shoe market is hindered by some 
fundamental sports marketing problems. The most fundamental is a long-term problem of 
ineffectively scanning the environment. This contributes to a more short-term problem of either not 
targeting, or failing to effectively target, the most profitable segments of the athletic shoe market. 
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For example, Reebok is strongest in the over-35 age segments and weakest in the 12-35 age 
segments. The over-35 group may have the most disposable income, but the 12-35 age groups 
purchase athletic shoes much more frequently, and are also willing to spend more on shoes for 
fashion and “coolness”.  

These problems also contribute to a secondary problem of an ineffective marketing mix. Reebok is 
focused more on placing relatively less expensive shoes in department stores and promoting them 
with weak and confusing promotional campaigns. Nike is the dominant market player and focuses 
on placing more expensive and more stylish shoes in athletic stores, and supporting them with 
sustained promotional campaigns that appeal to the younger consumers that Nike targets.  

Several alternatives are available to remedy these problems. We have identified three viable 
alternatives. Of these, we recommend that Reebok defend its current market share in the over-35 
age groups and also pursue the 12-35 age groups. Reebok should realize the buying power of these 
younger age groups and focus on meeting the needs of these age groups. The marketing strategy 
should be altered to reach the 12-35 age groups by seeking product endorsements from more 
well-known, successful, and appealing role models and athletes. Pricing strategy should be changed 
to increase the brand’s image and perception. In particular, prices should be increased on certain 
shoes to a level on par with Nike, since these younger consumers purchase shoes more frequently 
and are willing to spend more on shoes.  

Problem Overview 

Reebok faces some fundamental sports marketing problems that hinder their performance in the 
athletic shoe industry. There are long-term strategic problems that lead to more immediate 
short-term problems that plague the company every day. These problems are as follows: 

 Long-term: Reebok does not properly evaluate the market in order to determine its target 
markets and marketing-mix strategies. With each new development in the athletic shoe market, 
Reebok is slow to adjust. It is no longer the innovator it once was in the days of its Fosters and 
Freestyle shoes. Consequently, the company follows the lead of its competitors, who seize the 
early lead in the new market.  

 Short-term: Reebok is not properly targeting the most profitable segments in the athletic-shoe 
market. The company is strongest in the 35 + age group segments, who spend the least on 
athletic shoes, and weak in the younger, more profitable segments. Reebok also appeals more 
to women, who spend $7 less per pair of athletic shoes, on average. Because of Reebok’s poor 
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environmental scanning, their age and gender focuses are not properly aligned with the most 
profitable segments of the market.  

 It appears that Reebok has an inefficient marketing mix. Their channel, product, promotion, 
and price focuses are not properly aligned with those of the market. This, also, is a result of 
poor environmental scanning.  

The leadership of Reebok is not only very diverse, but is also experienced in the field of sports 
marketing. The board of directors is composed of proven business leaders, as well as the CEO of 
the Harlem Globetrotters and a professor of marketing at the Graduate School of Business 
Administration at Harvard University. The complete organizational structure of the company can be 
found in the appendix. Despite the knowledgeable leadership at Reebok, the financial state of the 
company is not as strong as it was earlier in the 1990s.  

Reebok is a company that has enjoyed financial success, but has recently leveled off. From 1994 to 
1995, net sales increased 6.1% to $3.5 billion, but remained relatively unchanged the following year. 
While the company’s cash increased almost threefold in 1996, its net income decreased 45.4% in 
the years 1994-1996. Another indication of the financial lull for Reebok is its declining inventory. 
In 1995, the company had $635,000 in inventory on hand, but had only $545,000 the following year, 
a decrease of 14%.  

Reebok does not invest enough in stable athletes or advertising campaigns. Nike outspends all other 
competitors in all types of advertising, and its portfolio of stable, successful athletes is unparalleled. 
Reebok appears to be strong in its Major League Baseball assets, but those in basketball (the 
strongest category in the athletic shoe market) are all in smaller leagues, the WNBA and the ABL. 
Additionally, the average lifespan of a Reebok ad campaign in the 1990s was less than 2 years, 
while those of its major competitors, such as Nike’s “Just Do It,” lasted throughout the decade and 
established product identity with its customers. Reebok’s inconsistent advertising scheme seems to 
break down at the initial “Visitors” stage of the advertising process (“7 Vs”). Because Reebok has 
no clearly defined target markets, it changes its promotion direction too often to be effective.  

As the price increases, Nike’s market share in each successive category increases, as well, peaking 
at over half the market in the $85-$100 category. This suggests that Nike targets the “high end” of 
the market and succeeds. Reebok, however, peaks in $30-$40 and $50-$60 price ranges. 
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Although Reebok is second in overall market share to Nike, its pricing ranks 6th, at $12.10 per shoe 
(26.5%) behind the market leader. Reebok’s pricing strategy does not back up its position in the 
market.  

Nike holds a 57.6% market share in athletic specialty store, compared to Reebok’s 14.5%. Reebok 
is only 2.6% behind in market share in department stores, where prices are significantly lower. 
Reebok is strongest in the mid-level department store channel, while its competitors are focusing on 
the more profitable athletic specialty stores.  

Reebok has weaknesses in each element of its marketing mix. While it focuses on aerobic and 
walking shoes, the focus in the market is on basketball, cross-training, and running shoes. Its 
short-lived advertising campaigns and smaller endorsements have not succeeded in capturing the 
market share garnered by more stable campaigns and sponsors. While Reebok holds second place in 
overall market share, its pricing ranks sixth. The company is strongest in department stores, a 
channel with only a slightly higher market volume but a far lower price. Reebok will have to make 
adjustments to each of these elements to begin to reclaim its former position at the top of the 
market.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

True or False Questions: 

Read the following statements and say how they reflect the information in Article 2, by 
writing: 

 

 

 

T = if it accurately reflects the information given; 

F = if it does not reflect the information; 

NG = if the information is not clearly given in the passage. 

8. Reebok is strongest in the over-35 age bracket. 

9. Reebok focuses on expensive and stylish shoes.  

10. Reebok has a tendency to promote its shoes with short-lived ad campaigns. 
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11. It is recommended that Reebok give up its current market share in the over 35-group to pursue 

the more profitable 12-35 age group. 

12. According to the report, Reebok’s finances are in poor shape. 

13. Nike relies solely on its portfolio of high-profile athletes to promote its products. 

14. Reebok used to dominate Nike in the under 35 age group. 

15. Reebok accounts for about thirty percent of shares in department stores. 

 

8.  _______   9. _______  10. _______ 11. _______  12. _______  13. _______ 

14 . _______ 15. _______  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Part II: Writing (55%) 

(a)  Please read the passage below: 

Fifty years ago, William Russell, a classics scholar, and Rex Burch, a microbiologist, outlined how 
the use of animals in scientific research could be made more humane. They wanted scientists to 
restrict the use of animals, to refine their experiments to minimize distress and to replace testing on 
animals with alternative techniques. However, some 12m animals are currently used in scientific 
procedures each year in Europe. Most are mice and rats. This number remains far higher than 
Russell and Burch would have accepted. 

In an ideal world, people would not test medicines on animals. Such experiments are stressful and 
sometimes painful for animals, and expensive and time-consuming for people. Yet there are vast 
gaps in medical knowledge which animal experimentation can help close. People have power over 
animals, so they use animals to help their own species. 
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(b) What is your view to the issue of “animal testing”? Do you think it should be carried on or 
stopped? Please write a short essay (approximately 150 -200 words) to express your opinions. 


